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:A_ Panama Canal Authority

CANAL DE PANAMA Advisory to Shipping No. A-19-2021
3654-A (OP-)
V. 1/10/2020
April 5, 2021
TO : All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators
SUBIJECT : Correction of Unsafe Practice on Board certain Vessels calling at Panama Canal Waters

It has come to the attention of the Panama Canal Authority (ACP), that ACP personnel, primarily pilots and
boarding officers, have been subjected lately to using the outer stairs of the superstructure of vessels when
proceeding from the embarkation deck to the navigation bridge and vice versa.

This practice unnecessarily exposes our personnel to areas that are poorly illuminated, are exposed to the
weather, have slippery steps due to grease and soot, with wet and slippery handrails, and likely obstructions
due to the presence of drums, waste, equipment, spare parts, or a combination of the aforementioned.

This unsafe practice is unacceptable and must be discontinued. All vessels must provide ACP personnel, in
particular pilots and boarding officers, access to the navigation bridge from inside the superstructure of the
vessel be it via elevators or, in their absence, indoor stairways.

We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

ORIGINAL SIGNED

Marcia L. de Ortega
Acting Vice President for Operations
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FOR ETAS OR DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH OUR OFFICES, REFER TO NOTICE N-3-2021


http://www.pancanal.com/

