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Panama Canal Authority 
Vice Presidency for Operations 

 

Advisory to Shipping No. A-26-2021 

 

 

June 8, 2021    

TO            : All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators 

SUBJECT: Monthly Canal Operations Summary – MAY 2021  

 

1. Panama Canal Statistical Summary: 
 

a. Transit Pilot Force ................................................................................................... …………….…..…258 
b. Pilots in Training    ................................................................................................... …………….……..32 
c. Tugs                      ...................................................................................................... …………….…..…46 
d. Locomotives          .................................................................................................... …………….…..…100 

 
2. Traffic Statistics: 

 Daily Average  High  Low 
Arrivals 32.48  43  25 

Oceangoing Transits 33.10  37  29 
Canal Waters Time (hours) 38.46  56.73  20.99 

In-Transit Time (hours) 10.78  13.01  9.10 

      
Oceangoing Transits:                  Total 

 
        Daily Average  

 
    Percentage 

 
Vessels of less than 91’ beam    166  5.35  16.18 

Vessels 91’ beam to under 107’ beam 566  18.26  55.17 

Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and over) 294  9.48  28.65 

Total: 1,026  33.10  100.00 

 
Booking Slots: Available  Used  Percentage 

Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and Over)                            248*  218*1  87.90 

Large Vessels (91’ beam to under 107’ beam) 403*  382*1  94.79 

Regular Vessels (less than 91' beam) 186*  143*1  76.88 

Regular Vessels (up to 300' in length) 0  0  0 

Auctioned booking slots 91  41  45.05 
* Does not include additional auctioned booking slots 
¹ Includes booked transits only 

 
3. The following page provides the scheduled locks maintenance work and other items  

of interest to the shipping community.  
 

4. This advisory will be canceled for record purposes on June 30, 2021. 
 

ORIGINAL SIGNED 
 

Boris Moreno Vásquez 
Acting Vice President for Operations 

3654 (OP-I) 
V. 1/10/2020 

 

http://www.pancanal.com/
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SCHEDULE OF PANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

 
Dates 

 
Duration 

 
Miraflores 

 
Pedro Miguel Gatun 

Estimated 
Capacity 

Expected Booking  

Condition 

 
Status 

May 13, 2021 12 hours   West* 26-28 1.a Completed 

May 14, 2021 12 hours West*   26-28 1.a Completed 

May 27, 2021 12 hours East*   26-28 1.a Completed 

June 15 and 16, 2021 
4 hours per 

day 
  East* 30-32 1.a Confirmed 

June 25, 2021 10 hours   West* 27-29 1.a Confirmed 

July 1, 2021 12 hours   East* 26-28 1.a Tentative 

July 5 to 14, 2021 10 days   East** 21-23 2 Tentative 

July 29 and 30, 2021 
4 hours per 

day 
  West* 30-32 1.a Tentative 

August 5 and 6, 2021 
5 hours per 

day 
  West* 30-32 1.a Tentative 

August 31, September 1, 2021 
8 hours per 

day 
East/West Lane*  

 
28-30 1.a Tentative 

September 1 to 10, 2021 10 days Center Wall***   26-28 1.a Tentative 

September 10 and 11, 2021 
8 hours per 

day 
East/West Lane*   28-30 1.a Tentative 

December 9 and 10, 2021 
5 hours per 

day 
  East* 30-32 1.a Tentative 

December 13, 2021 8 hours   East* 28-30 1.a Tentative 

December 14 and 15, 2021 
4 hours per 

day 
 West*  30-32 1.a Tentative 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF NEOPANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

Dates Duration Agua Clara Cocolí 
Estimated  

Capacity 

Expected Booking  

Condition Status 

February 15, 2022 5 hours *  8-9  Tentative 

March 15, 2022 6 hours  * 6-8 ^^ Tentative 
 
The normal transit capacity of the Panamax locks is 34-36 vessels per day, and in the neopanamax locks 9-11 vessels per day, depending on vessel mix, transit restrictions, and other factors.  This capacity is reduced 
during locks maintenance work, as indicated in the above table.  Consequently, vessels may experience delays in transiting.  When the Panama Canal’s capacity is expected to be reduced, a corresponding reduction in 
the number of available reserved transit slots may be ordered by the Canal Authority. Whenever a set of locks requires a major outage of one of its two lanes for dry chamber inspection, miter gate repairs, tow track 
work or other major maintenance/improvement projects, advantage may be taken to perform simultaneous single lane outages at other locks. 
 

* In order to perform scheduled maintenance works 
** In order to perform scheduled dry chamber works 

*** Culvert outage 
^^ A reduction in the number of available booking slots 

should be expected 

 

 
Part of the Solution: How the Canal Protects the Natural Resources of the Watershed 
 
Beyond the Panama Canal being a link for world maritime trade, the Canal Watershed facilitates connectivity 
for the rich biodiversity found in the region. Surrounding the Panama Canal lie thousands of acres inhabited 
by howler monkeys, white-faced capuchins, toucans, harpy eagles, sloths, and deer, among others. 
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Panama is part of the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor, the natural land bridge from South to North 
America, used by species in migration. The Canal Watershed is part of this bridge, consisting of over 847,500 
acres of rainforest, of which 57% is forest cover. The Panama Canal Watershed, in addition to providing 
water for Canal operations and for more than half of the country's population, is also a sanctuary for a large 
variety of species of flora and fauna. 
 
Today, the surrounding waters and islands in the Canal Watershed house approximately 160 mammal 
species. Of the 33 mammals considered in danger of extinction in the country, 30 live in this area, among 
them, the jaguar, the tapir and the white-lipped peccary. The Canal Watershed is also home to more than 
500 bird species, with 25 of the 35 protected bird species in the country living in this area. In addition, the 
area is also home to 125 reptile species and 26 types of fish. 
 
The Panama Canal plays an important role in the conservation of this area, fostering sustainable 
development and protecting its water resources. The Panama Canal has long recognized water as its 
principal resource, implementing and expanding a myriad of programs that stretch beyond its operations in 
the name of conservation. 
 
The Panama Canal diligently manages the Canal’s water supply and actively protects its environmental 
resources, while enhancing and maintaining the sustainability of the Canal Watershed. As part of its 
operations, the Canal team is in charge of maintaining the water resources, in quantity and quality, using the 
necessary technology to properly forecast water levels, ensure the proper conservation of the natural 
resource, and effectively control water flow. 
 
By taking care of the Watershed and its natural resources, the Canal contributes to the protection of the 
species in the region. As part of its environmental protection strategy, the Panama Canal carries out several 
programs for the protection and conservation of the natural resources, which contribute to the biodiversity 
conservation strategies at the national level and protect the diversity of the Mesoamerican Biological 
Corridor. 
 
The Canal carries out programs, such as agroforestry (integrating tree planting) and conservation efforts that 
have contributed to the reforestation of over 19,700 acres. By partnering with the local community in the 
watershed through land titling and environmental education programs in forest conservation, the Canal has 
contributed to the protection of an additional 7,783 acres of rainforests. The Canal also conducts periodic 
monitoring reports to keep track of reforestation efforts. The waterway is also working with local 
stakeholders to design new strategies that will help enhance the forest cover, and encourages the creation 
of sustainable business initiatives linked to environmental protection, ecotourism, and agritourism. 
 
During the seasonal migration of cetaceans, which include whales, dolphins and other large aquatic 
mammals, the Panama Canal promotes the implementation of maritime traffic separation schemes (TSS), 
which decreases the overlap between vessels entering or exiting the Canal and migrating whales. Vessels 
traveling through these areas on the Pacific side of the Canal are also required to proceed at a speed of no 
more than 10 knots, a practice known as Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR).  
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This measure, first implemented in 2014, has significantly reduced the likelihood of serious incidents and 
accidents involving humpback whales and other cetaceans, assuring maritime safety and control of vessels 
transiting the waters surrounding the Canal. The measures have also lowered their greenhouse gas and 
pollutant gas emissions by an average of 75%, depending on the type, size, and fuel of each vessel. 
 
Protecting biodiversity at the Canal Watershed cannot be accomplished alone. The Canal maintains alliances 
with scientific institutions, the private sector and the Panamanian government entities. The Canal maintains 
a longstanding partnership with the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI), which carries out 
pioneering research on a wide range of topics, including biodiversity in the Watershed. Together, they 
continue their work on the 1730-acre Agua Salud Project, which compares how different experimental land 
uses affect water management, carbon storage and biodiversity conservation in the Panama Canal 
Watershed. 
 
The Panama Canal will continue developing projects and initiatives to protect its natural resources. The 
health of the Watershed is a reflection of the health of the Panama Canal, and it continues to remain an 
important part of the Canal’s strategy to protect the natural resources surrounding the Green Route and 
guarantee water availability. Strong partnerships will be integral, and the Canal will continue to grow its 
partnerships and develop programs to be a part of the solution for nature. 
 

https://pancanal.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77e00bbd80ba00c42c1e0da16&id=47cca9fd14&e=47e2947a48

