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HAZARD COMMUNICATION LABELING SYSTEM 
 

 
Labeling (assigning a hazard code) is an integral part of the Hazardous Materials Program, 
communicating hazard information to our employees through the use of colors, numbers 
and the letters of the alphabet.  Although the information is very general, it serves as the first 
means to recognize potential hazards in the work areas.  
 
The HAZCOM label utilized by ACP is based on five sections, which are the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Substance Identification/Identificación de la sustancia 
• Health/Salud 
• Flammable/Inflamabilidad 
• Reactivity/Reactividad 
• Personal Protection/Protección Personal 

 
The size of the labels shall be 1” x 2” for containers that are less than 1 gallon.  For containers 
that are 1 to 55 gallons, the size shall be 4” x 6”. 
 
The first three sections (Health-Flammable-Reactivity) shall be evaluated by numbers that go 
from zero (0) to four (4). The lowest being the one that represents a minimal risk, and the 
highest value the one that represents a severe risk. These shall be stipulated in the following 
manner: 
 
For Health, Flammable and Reactivity 
 

• Severe Risk  4 
• Serious Risk 3 
• Moderate Risk 2 
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• Slight Risk 1 
• Minimal Risk 0 

 
With reference to Health, when dealing with compounds that are a severe risk and have 
components that could be corrosive, carcinogenic, allergenic, or sensitizers, this characteristic 
shall be stated at the top part of the label.   
 
As concerns for Flammables, only those that are highly flammable shall be stated conspicuously 
at the top part of the label, if the Flash Point of the product is below 10 C (50 F). 
 
The Personal Protection section receives an evaluation by way of letters that go from A through 
K.  Each letter specifies a level of protection that can be seen in the posters located in the 
different ACP shops. 
 
There exists an additional letter which is the letter X, it will stipulate the protection equipment not 
contemplated in the prior descriptions or which, under certain circumstances, specific adequate 
protection equipment shall be required. As a rule, generally the letter X means that the 
employee must consult the MSDS or consult his/her supervisor. 
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