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Panama Canal Authority 
Vice Presidency for Operations 

 

Advisory to Shipping No. A-22-2022 

 

 

July 7, 2022    

TO            : All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators 

SUBJECT: Monthly Canal Operations Summary – JUNE 2022  

 

1. Panama Canal Statistical Summary: 
 

a. Transit Pilot Force ................................................................................................... …………….…..…270 
b. Pilots in Training    ................................................................................................... …………….……..16 
c. Tugs                      ...................................................................................................... …………….…..…46 
d. Locomotives          .................................................................................................... …………….…..…100 

 
2. Traffic Statistics: 

 Daily Average  High  Low 
Arrivals 35.67  52  25 

Oceangoing Transits 36.33  41  33 
Canal Waters Time (hours) 39.26        53.82       29.94 

In-Transit Time (hours) 10.22        12.60          8.67 

      
Oceangoing Transits:                  Total 

 
        Daily Average  

 
    Percentage 

 
Vessels of less than 91’ beam    180  6.00  16.51 

Vessels 91’ beam to under 107’ beam 645  21.50  59.17 

Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and over) 265  8.83  24.31 

Total: 1,090  36.33  100.00 

 
Booking Slots: Available  Used  Percentage 

Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and Over)                           236*  222*1  94.06 

Large Vessels (91’ beam to under 107’ beam) 390*  373*1  95.64 

Regular Vessels (less than 91' beam) 180*  139*1  77.22 

Regular Vessels (up to 300' in length) 0  0  0 

Auctioned booking slots 108  68  62.96 
* Does not include additional auctioned booking slots 
¹ Includes booked transits only 

 
3. The following page provides the scheduled locks maintenance work and other items  

of interest to the shipping community.  
 

4. This advisory will be canceled for record purposes on July 31, 2022. 
 

ORIGINAL SIGNED 
 

Boris Moreno Vásquez 
Vice President for Operations (e)

3654 (OP-I) 
V. 1/10/2020 

 

http://www.pancanal.com/


  

 

 

OP, July 7, 2022 
Subject: Monthly Canal Operations Summary – JUNE 2022 
 

SCHEDULE OF PANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

 
Dates 

 
Duration 

 
Miraflores 

 
Pedro Miguel Gatun 

Estimated 
Capacity^ 

Expected Booking  

Condition 

 
Status 

June 8, 2022 10 hours East*   25-27 1.a Completed 

June 15 and 16, 2022 
5 hours per 

day 
 West*  30-32 1.a Completed 

June 20, 2022 8 hours   East* 28-30 1.a Completed 

June 22 and 23, 2022 
4 hours per 

day 
East*   31-33 1.a Completed 

June 27, 2022 6 hours   East* 29-31 1.a Completed 

July 4, 2022 5 hours  West*  30-32 1.a Completed  

July 7, 2022 8 hours   West* 28-30 1.a Confirmed  

July 12 to 20, 2022 9 days East**   21-23 2 Confirmed 

July 12, 2022 1 day   West** 21-23 2 Confirmed 

July 15, 2022 12 hours  West*  21-23 2 Tentative 

July 28, 2022 4 hours   East* 31-33 1.a Tentative 

August 2 and 3, 2022 
5 hours per 

day 
East*   30-32 1.a Tentative 

August 4, 2022 8 hours East*   28-30 1.a Tentative 

August 11, 2022 4 hours   West* 31-33 1.a Tentative 

August 17 and 18, 2022 
4 hours per 

day 
  West* 31-33 1.a Tentative 

August 23, 2022 4 hours   West* 31-33 1.a Tentative 

August 26, 2022 5 hours   West* 30-32 1.a Tentative 

September 1, 2022 8 days   West** 21-23 2 Tentative 

 

SCHEDULE OF NEOPANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

Dates Duration Agua Clara Cocolí 
Estimated  

Capacity 

Expected Booking  

Condition Status 

August 5, 2022 4 hours  * 9-11 ^^ Tentative 
 
^The normal transit capacity of the Panamax locks is 34-36 vessels per day, and in the neopanamax locks 9-11 vessels per day, depending on vessel mix, transit restrictions, and other factors. The maximum sustainable 
capacity of the Panama Canal (panamax and neopanamax locks) is approximately 38-40 vessels per day. This capacity is reduced during locks maintenance work, as indicated in the above table.  Consequently, vessels 
may experience delays in transiting.  When the Panama Canal’s capacity is expected to be reduced, a corresponding reduction in the number of available reserved transit slots may be ordered by the Canal Authority. 
Whenever a set of locks requires a major outage of one of its two lanes for dry chamber inspection, miter gate repairs, tow track work or other major maintenance/improvement projects, advantage may be taken to 
perform simultaneous single lane outages at other locks. 
 

* In order to perform scheduled maintenance works 
** In order to perform scheduled dry chamber works 
*** Culvert outage 
^^ No reduction in the number of available booking slots is expected 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

Behind the Scenes of the Expansion:  
Bolstering Gender Equality at the Panama Canal  
 
The Panama Canal’s current Deputy Administrator & Lead Engineer for its Expansion reflects on how 
the project reshaped world trade and promoted female leadership at the waterway. 

 

 

 

 

A few days ago, the Panama Canal celebrated the sixth anniversary of the Neopanamax Locks, which 
were inaugurated on June 26, 2016. The wider set of locks was constructed as part of the Panama 
Canal Expansion, the largest enhancement project in the waterway’s history, which created a third 
lane for traffic and doubled its cargo capacity.  
 
Along with advancing worldwide trade, furthering the local and global economy, and reducing shipping 
emissions, the Expansion also had an overlooked outcome—bolstering gender equality. Ilya Espino de 
Marotta, Panama Canal’s current Deputy Administrator and the Lead Engineer for its Expansion, 
shared her thoughts on the Expansion’s long-term impact below: 

 

 

 

“It may not be easy, but I would encourage any female engineer to be unabashed 
in achieving your goals and to seek out a group who can support you along the 
way.” – Ilya Espino de Marotta 
 
  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpancanal.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D77e00bbd80ba00c42c1e0da16%26id%3Dc854bf690c%26e%3Dd13a608d29&data=05%7C01%7Cpanamacanalmedia%40edelman.com%7Cda24d57208d743cb48de08da5ba37068%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C637923054774161506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P1uCZ7erhMu6myPAcHPTrdv5ZNpji9L1hVgHbYkPzbA%3D&reserved=0


  

 

 

 

The Expansion was lauded as a major milestone for the Canal. How has the global economy been 
impacted by the project?  
 
I am proud to say the impact of the Expanded Canal has reverberated well beyond Panama’s shores. 
The Expansion enabled the Canal to accommodate 96.6% of the world’s containerships—giving 
shipping lines more options to consolidate cargo on larger vessels and fewer voyages while reducing 
time, fuel, and emissions. Many ports around the world also decided to modify their navigational 
channels and expand their terminals to accommodate the growing number of Neopanamax vessels 
that transit the Panama Canal. Especially along many U.S. East Coast ports, like Miami, Baltimore, 
Virginia, and Charleston, we’ve seen record-breaking investments, tonnage, and growth that can be 
directly linked to the Panama Canal Expansion.  

  

 

Expansion by the Numbers: The Canal Expansion included the construction of a new set of locks 
on the Atlantic and Pacific sides of the waterway and the excavation of more than 150 million 
cubic meters of material. 

 

 

 

As Lead Engineer, what did it mean for you to oversee the Expansion project? 
 
I started working at the Panama Canal in 1985 as one of two women engineers in the Industrial 
Division shipyard. Working in the shipyard allowed me to design something in the office and then see it 
come to life in the field, and finally through a vessel transit. I rose through the ranks to lead the 
Panama Canal Expansion project, by far the highlight of my career. The sheer feat of the engineering 
project was an exciting challenge. That tangible process and success was very rewarding for me. To be 
honest, I never imagined that I would lead a project, especially one of the Expansion’s magnitude, 
where I managed 800 engineers—14% of whom were women. As a woman in a leadership position, I 
felt it was important to inspire other women across industries to reach for those opportunities.  

  

 

Expansion by the Numbers: The construction of the Expanded Canal was based on 10+ years of 
research, which included more than 100 studies on the economic feasibility, market demand, 
environmental impact, technical engineering, and more. 

 

 

We just celebrated International Women in Engineering Day on June 23—what advice would you 
give to encourage more female engineers in the industry? 
 
I truly believe that women can do whatever they want to do. It may not be easy, but I would encourage 
any female engineer to be unabashed in achieving her goals and to seek out a group who can support 
her along the way. When I first became an engineer, I did not have many female coworkers or role 
models to look up to. All the people who gave me leadership opportunities were men. So male figures 
in the industry should step up and provide sponsorship and mentorship to help female coworkers. For 
the maritime industry, it’s critical to work together to ensure women are involved and hold leadership 
positions. I would also tell women not to be afraid of celebrating themselves or leaning into their role 
as a woman in engineering. For me, I chose to wear a pink safety helmet and vest because I wanted 
everyone to know that I was proud to be a woman and excel at my job.  



  

 

 

 

 
Who inspires you in your work at the Canal?  
 
I am proud to work alongside more than 1,000 women who play a crucial role in the success of the 
Panama Canal. They touch some of the most important aspects of the Canal’s day-to-day work—
transit operations, human talent, environmental impact, and more. Annette Sayavedra de López, Vice 
President for Human Capital, for instance, has worked diligently to enable more women to enter the 
Canal’s workforce through new initiatives. Magnolia Calderón, Vice President for Water Resources 
Management, has led efforts to bring the watershed community together to protect our most precious 
resource—water. Marianela Dengo, Vice President for Communication and Corporate Image, has 
helped elevate the Canal’s external relationships and standing as a leader in global trade for over 20 
years. I could go on and on. 

  

 

Expansion by the Numbers: Named after the larger class of vessels they were designed to 
accommodate, the Panama Canal’s Neopanamax Locks allow vessels carrying over 16,000 TEUs 
to transit the waterway. In comparison, the existing Panamax Locks only accommodate vessels 
carrying up to 5,100 TEUs.  

 

 

 

What’s next for your team at the Panama Canal? 
 
One of our main priorities is meeting the Canal’s goal of being carbon neutral by 2030. We are in the 
process of consolidating our offices to reduce our carbon footprint, among other actions that will help 
us accomplish this target. We are simultaneously developing infrastructure solutions that will secure 
long-term water availability for our operations and the Panamanian people. To ensure we are 
providing the most value and operational efficiency to our customers, the Canal is also kicking off a 
multi-year digital transformation program. Over the next decade, we will invest a significant sum in 
new tools that can harness advanced data analytics to better understand clients’ needs and long-term 
projections. The digital transformation of the Canal will change the future of our business—leveraging 
big data to help us become more agile, efficient, and valuable for our customers. Like with the 
Expansion, I expect these projects will not only reshape our future, but also help highlight a new wave 
of leaders at the waterway. I look forward to seeing the involvement of more women supporting and 
leading these endeavors that will pave a path toward a more inclusive, efficient, and sustainable 
Panama Canal.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


