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Panama Canal Authority 
Vice Presidency for Operations 

 
Advisory to Shipping No. A-26-2022 

 

 

August 5, 2022 

TO          :   All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators 

SUBJECT: Modification to the Transit Reservation (Booking) System for the Panamax Locks    

 
 
The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) announces the following changes to the procedures regarding the slot’s 
allocation for Supers (vessels 91 ft. in beam or over) in the Panamax Locks, effective September 1, 2022, and 
until further notice: 
 

1. Slots for Supers that were already awarded but become available within 96 hours from the booking 
date due to cancellations, changes in date, early transit of booked vessels, or other reasons, will be 
offered during the 3rd Booking Period through an extraordinary auction process. This auction will be 
offered after the closing of the 3rd Period competition.  The base or initial amount of the auction will 
be $55,000.   
 

2. One additional slot for Supers will be offered through auction, once all the normal booking slots have 
been allocated. This slot will be offered after the first auction has been awarded. The base or initial 
amount will be $55,000. 

 
3. Before the closing of the 3rd Booking Period, if all slots in one direction have been allocated but there 

are still booking slots available in the opposite direction, one slot may be offered to interested vessels 
through a special auction process, even if the assignment of these slots exceeds the established limits 
by direction or restriction. The base or initial amount for this auction will be $55,000. 
 

The required criteria or condition, such as transit direction and/or restrictions, will be announced when each 
auction is published. Therefore, every vessel bidding for an auctioned slot shall meet the published 
requirements.       
 
The ACP will notify vessel agents with auction projection list and/or when an auction has been published, 
generally with one day advance.    
 
The auctioned slots will become available to any interested vessel on a first-come, first-served basis once the 
auction is closed without bidders.  
 
If there is any question or comment, please sent it through electronic mail customerservice@pancanal.com  
 
ORIGINAL SIGNED 
 
Boris Moreno Vásquez 
Vice President for Operations (e) 

3654-A (OP-I) 
V. 1/10/2020 
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