
 
 

 
 

ADVISORIES ARE AVAILABLE AT http://www.pancanal.com 
FOR ETAS OR DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH OUR OFFICES, REFER TO NOTICE N-3-2023 

Panama Canal Authority 
Vice Presidency for Operations 

 

Advisory To Shipping No. A-11-2024 
 
 
April 10, 2024 

TO : All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators 

SUBJECT : Monthly Canal Operations Summary – March 2024 
 
1. Panama Canal Statistical Summary: 

 
a. Transit Pilot Force …………………………………………………………………………….………………………291 
b. Pilots in Training …………………………………………………………………………….………………………6 
c. Tugs …………………………………………………………………………….………………………46 
d. Locomotives …………………………………………………………………………….………………………100 
 

2. Traffic Statistics: 
 Daily Average High Low 
Arrivals 24.5 33 12 
Oceangoing Transits 24.1 28 21 
Canal Waters Time (hours) 20.7 34.5 14.2 
In-Transit Time (hours) 9.4 11.1 8.0 
    

Oceangoing Transits: Total Daily Average Percentage 
Vessels of less than 91’ beam 151 4.9 20.2 
Vessels 91’ beam to under 107’ beam 378 12.2 50.6 
Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and over) 218 7.0 29.2 
Total: 747 24.1 100.0 
    

Booking Slots: Available Used Percentage 
Neopanamax (vessels of 107’ beam and over) 188* 178*1 94.68 
Supers (vessels of 91’ beam to under 107’ beam) 348* 258*1 74.14 
Regular Vessels (less than 91' beam) 124* 101*1 81.45 
Auctioned booking slots 226 187 82.74 
* Does not include additional auctioned booking slots    
¹ Includes booked transits only    

 
3. The following page provides the scheduled locks maintenance work and other information of interest to the 

shipping community. 
 
4. This advisory will be canceled for record purposes on April 30, 2024. 
 
ORIGINAL SIGNED 
 
Boris Moreno Vásquez 
Vice President for Operations 
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SCHEDULE OF PANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

 
Dates 

 
Duration 

 
Miraflores 

 
Pedro Miguel Gatun Estimated 

Capacity^ 
Expected Booking  

Condition 

 
Status 

March 4 to 8, 2024 5 days East*   17 N/A Completed 

March 13, 2024 5 hours   East* 17 N/A Completed 

March 14, 2024 4 hours  West*  17 N/A Completed 

March 18 to 24, 2024 7 hour/day   West* 17 N/A Completed 

March 21 and 22, 2024 7 hours/day East*   17 N/A Completed 

March 25 to 31, 2024 7 hours/day   East* 17 N/A Completed 

April 16 to 18, 2024 2 days-8 hrs   West** 20 N/A Tentative 

April 18, 2024 7 hours East*   20 N/A Tentative 

April 19, 2024 7 hours West*   20 N/A Tentative 

April 22, 2024 4 hours  West*  20 N/A Tentative 

April 23, 2024 6 hours East*   20 N/A Tentative 

April 24, 2024 8 hours   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

April 25 and 26, 2024 10 hrs/day   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

May 7 to 14, 2024 8 days   West** 17 N/A Tentative 

May 11 to 12, 2024 2 days East*   17 N/A Tentative 

May 14, 2024 6 hours   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

May 15, 2024 4 hours  West*  20 N/A Tentative 

May 16, 2024 4 hours East*   20 N/A Tentative 

May 20, 2024 7 hours   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

May 21, 2024 4 hours  West*  20 N/A Tentative 

May 22, 2024 4 hours East*   20 N/A Tentative 

May 23 and 24, 2024 7 hours/day West*   20 N/A Tentative 

June 4 and 5, 2024 5 hrs/day   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

June 6, 2024 8 hours   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

June 17 and 18, 2024 6 hrs/day  East*  20 N/A Tentative 

June 20 and 21, 2024 7 hrs/day West*   20 N/A Tentative 

June 25, 2024 8 hours   West* 20 N/A Tentative 

June 26, 2024 4 hours  West*  20 N/A Tentative 

June 27, 2024 4 hours East*   20 N/A Tentative 

 
SCHEDULE OF NEOPANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

Dates Duration Agua Clara Cocolí 
Estimated  
Capacity 

Expected Booking  
Condition 

Status 

March 25, 2024 4 hours  * 7 N/A Completed 

March 26, 2024 6 hours  * 7 N/A Completed 
May 28, 2024 5 hours  * 7 N/A Tentative 

June 3, 2024 5 hours *  7 N/A Tentative 

 
^The normal transit capacity of the Panamax locks is 34-36 vessels per day, and in the Neopanamax locks 9-11 vessels per day, depending on vessel mix, transit restrictions, and other factors. The maximum sustainable 
capacity of the Panama Canal (Panamax and Neopanamax locks) is approximately 36-38 vessels per day. This capacity is reduced during locks maintenance work, as indicated in the above tables.  The capacity may also be 
adjusted depending on the level of Gatun Lake, for water conservation purposes. Consequently, vessels may experience delays in transiting.  When the Panama Canal’s capacity is expected to be reduced, a corresponding 
adjustment to the number of available reserved transit slots may be ordered by the Canal Authority. Whenever a set of locks requires a major outage of one of its two lanes for dry chamber inspection, miter gate repairs, 
tow track work or other major maintenance/improvement projects, advantage may be taken to perform simultaneous single lane outages at other locks. 
 

* In order to perform scheduled maintenance works 
** In order to perform scheduled dry chamber works 

*** Culvert outage 
^ The estimated capacity is currently 17 transits per day in 

the Panamax locks and 7 transits per day in the 
Neopanamax locks due to the ongoing water 
conservation measures. 
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Clearing the Waters: Dispelling Myths About Panama Canal 
Operations 

 
 

April 9, 2024.- Now nearing the end of the dry season, the Panama Canal is adapting to climate conditions. 
Based on the present and projected water level of Gatun Lake, and due to the Operational Water Strategy 
(OWS) that the Panama Canal has implemented, additional slots announced earlier this month are now 
available as of March 25, bringing the total transits offered up to 27 per day.  Recent precipitation and 
progress secured by the Canal’s ongoing water-saving efforts are turning the tide. 
  
Nonetheless, misperceptions continue to linger about the impact of the recent drought on the Canal’s 
operation and global trade. To alleviate concerns, please see a breakdown of common misconceptions with 
clarifying information below to help shed light on the waterway's evolving operations. 
  
MYTH: There is a long queue of ships waiting to transit outside of the Panama Canal, causing a bottleneck. 

• TRUTH: The number of vessels outside the Panama Canal (approximately 50) is on par with the 
amount expected under current conditions with 27 slots available daily. 

 

https://pancanal.com/en/panama-canal-announces-increase-in-daily-slots-at-panamax-locks/
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• The majority of vessels have reservations and routinely arrive early, ahead of their allotted date to 
transit the Canal. It is common for these vessels to refuel or replenish supplies before they begin their 
scheduled passage. 

  
MYTH: There is no end in sight for the drought-driven transit restrictions at the Panama Canal. 

• TRUTH: Current forecasts indicate that steady rainfall will arrive in late April and continue for a few 
months.  If this is the case, the Canal plans to gradually ease transit restrictions, allowing conditions 
to fully normalize by 2025. 

• All modifications to restrictions will be contingent on forecasts. If rains fall short of expectations, the 
Canal could retain or apply further restrictions to transits or drafts.  However, moderate precipitation is 
expected to arrive later this month and grow in intensity, which would allow the Canal to progressively 
increase daily slots back to the 36 daily transits typically offered during the rainy season. 

• The Canal will continue to closely monitor rainfall patterns and announce updates as soon as possible. 

  
MYTH: Ships are waiting for long periods before they can transit the waterway. 

• TRUTH: More than three-quarters of vessels outside the Panama Canal today have reservations and 
therefore will transit the Panama Canal on a predetermined date with minimal to no waiting time. 

• The average waiting time for vessels arriving without reservations this year has been just under 2.5 
days, far lower than the 3.6 days experienced between January and March last year, and the 3.8 days 
recorded during the same period in 2022.   

  
MYTH: The drought and transit restrictions have caused unreliability and a growing bottleneck at the Panama 
Canal. 

• TRUTH: Transits remain reliable so long as they are booked in advance; therefore, the Canal urges its 
customers to make reservations ahead of time. 

• Despite current conditions, the Panama Canal has been able to facilitate a daily average of 27 transits 
so far this year. This has allowed for a steady flow of vessels, rather than a growing backlog. 

• The waterway continues to proudly serve over 180 maritime routes, connecting 170 countries and 
reaching approximately 1,920 ports worldwide. 

  
MYTH: The cost of transiting the Panama Canal is significantly more expensive than normal.  

• TRUTH: Last year, mainly during the months October and November, there was a surge in auction 
prices related to a market-driven congestion premium, however, this is no longer the case. 

 

https://apps.pancanal.com/t/TI/views/DashboardColadeEspera/DashboardCola-EN?%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal&%3Aembed=y&%3Ahighdpi
https://bidashboard.pancanal.com/t/TI/views/AverageWaitingTime/AverageWaitingTime?%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal&%3Aembed=y
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• Since the peak period last year, auction prices have leveled off to nearly normal levels; however, 
auctions remain an invaluable tool and option for customers who may otherwise not have secured 
reservations. 

• Auction prices are not set by the waterway, but rather influenced by many factors and market 
dynamics. Other factors include internal considerations such as waiting times and queue lengths, as 
well as external elements like charter rates and bunker prices. Additionally, the specific preferences 
and needs of individual customers, which may not be fully captured by the route value model, can also 
influence auction outcomes.  

  
MYTH: Competing alternative routes may begin to impact the Panama Canal route. 

• TRUTH: While we are always monitoring potential projects that could compete with our route, we 
remain confident in our service and are making investments to ensure we remain the most efficient, 
reliable, and trusted partner for global trade.  

• The competitiveness of the Canal has been tested by various events over the years, from fleet 
overcapacity, to decreases in the demand of commodities and low fuel prices, to trade conflicts and 
more. We have successfully overcome these challenges over the past 100+ years by remaining 
adaptable in this very dynamic environment, which continues to be our approach.  

  
MYTH: The quality of water is less important than the quantity of water conserved by the Panama Canal. 

• TRUTH: This is simply not true. The Panama Canal has a constitutional mandate to manage lake 
water quality and quantity, with water for human consumption a top priority. Maintaining salinity 
levels within reference values and preventing associated risks is part of that responsibility, therefore, 
the quality of water in Gatun Lake is regularly monitored. 

• The process is aimed at ensuring that the raw water destined for the potabilization process meets the 
strict standards established by Panamanian drinking water regulations. 

• To further help with this effort, the Panama Canal recently inaugurated a Water Quality Laboratory 
equipped with state-of-the-art technology, which will allow for even more diligent monitoring and 
protection of the water supply as other water-saving solutions are implemented. 

  
MYTH: Panama is one of the world’s wettest countries. With frequent rain, the Panama Canal should have 
plenty of water. 

• TRUTH: While Panama may receive precipitation, rainfall has not occurred as consistently within the 
Panama Canal Watershed due to changes in weather patterns, exacerbated by the impacts of climate 
change. 

• Last year marked the area’s third driest year since the country began keeping records over 140 years 
ago. 

 

https://pancanal.com/canal-de-panama-inaugura-nuevo-laboratorio-de-calidad-de-agua/
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MYTH: Solutions for strengthening water management at the Panama Canal are unclear. 

• TRUTH: While no simple answer or single project will immediately solve the challenge of water, 
the Canal is advancing a series of short-term and long-term solutions. 

• The implementation of a more robust water management system has become a critical priority in 
recent years and a series of potential solutions have been studied, looking first at options within 
the Canal’s jurisdiction. However, the waterway’s specialists—in conjunction with US Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE)—have confirmed that technical solutions within the Panama Canal’s 
jurisdiction are not sufficient to meet the growing demand for water. Instead, a set of solutions 
will need to be pursued, some of which fall outside of the Panama Canal Watershed. 

• Advancing any solutions outside the Canal Watershed requires approval from the Panamanian 
government. Therefore, the Canal’s Board of Directors, as part of its mandate, delivered a 
proposal to the government to advance this process in September 2023. The proposal focuses on 
two key asks, the first of which is to define the Canal Watershed and modify or expand the limits 
established in Law 20 of 2006. The second ask is to eliminate the restrictions imposed on the 
Canal in Law 28 of 2006 for the construction of a new reservoir. The Panama Canal is ready to 
advance the process and develop long-term solutions as soon as possible. 

• In the meantime, the Canal is using water-saving measures to conserve supplies during its 
operations. These efforts, together with recent precipitation, have led to improvements in water 
levels and increases in daily transits. Additional shorter-term solutions to help optimize the use 
and storage of water are also in progress. One such project already being advanced will improve 
the use and reliability of water stored at Gatun Lake.   
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Please refer to the following links for more information:  

• Vessels in queue for transit   
• Real-time Weather Radar Animation (updated every 5 minutes)  
• Daily average level of Alhajuela reservoir for the last 12 months   
• Daily average level of Gatun Reservoir for the last 12 months   
• Daily precipitation (rainfall) by sub-basins (Alhajuela/Gatun) and cumulative in CHCP current year 

2023  
• Advisory to Shipping 

 

https://apps.pancanal.com/t/TI/views/DashboardColadeEspera/DashboardCola-EN?%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal&%3Aembed=y&%3Ahighdpi
https://pancanal.com/radar-meteorologico/
https://panama.aquaticinformatics.net/Data/Chart/ChartId/6/Interval/Latest
https://panama.aquaticinformatics.net/Data/Chart/ChartId/3/Interval/Custom/2022/09/11/2023/10/12
https://panama.aquaticinformatics.net/Data/Chart/ChartId/1147/Interval/Custom/2022/09/11/2023/10/12
https://panama.aquaticinformatics.net/Data/Chart/ChartId/1147/Interval/Custom/2022/09/11/2023/10/12
https://pancanal.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/ADV50-2023-Additional-Auction-Slot-in-the-Panamax-Locks-and-Other-Modifications-to-the-Transit-Reservation-System-Rules.pdf
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