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Panama Canal Authority 

Vice Presidency for Operations 

 Advisory To Shipping No. A-23-2026 

July 10, 2026

TO : 

SUBJECT   : 

All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators Monthly 

Canal Operations Summary – June 2026 

1. Panama Canal Statistical Summary:
a. Transit Pilot Force …………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..294
b. Pilots in Training   …………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………10

c. Tugs

d. Locomotives

……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………..49 
……………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………..100 

2. Traffic Statistics:
Daily Average High Low 

Arrivals 33.8 42 27 
Oceangoing Transits 32.50 39 25 
Canal Waters Time (hours) 23.80 52.06 16.65 
In-Transit Time (hours) 11.01 14.34 9.27 

Oceangoing Transits: Total Daily Average Percentage 
Vessels of less than 91’ beam 158 5.27 16.20 
Vessels 91’ beam to under 107’ beam 522 17.40 53.54 
Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and over) 295 9.83 30.26 
Total: 975 32.50 100 

Booking Slots: Available Used Percentage 
Neopanamax (vessels of 107’ beam and over) 186* 197*1 105.91 
Supers (vessels of 91’ beam to under 107’ beam) 424* 413*1 97.41 
Regular Vessels (less than 91' beam) 106* 102*1 96.23 
Auctioned booking slots 290 230 79.31 
* Does not include additional auctioned booking slots
¹ Includes booked transits only 

3. The following page provides the scheduled locks maintenance work and other information of interest to the shipping
community.

4. This advisory will be canceled for record purposes on July 31, 2026.

ORIGINAL SIGNED 
Boris Moreno Vásquez 
Vice President for Operations 
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   ADVISORIES ARE AVAILABLE AT http://www.pancanal.com 
FOR ETAS OR DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH OUR OFFICES, 

REFER TO NOTICE N-3-2023 

SCHEDULE OF PANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

Dates Duration Miraflores Pedro Miguel Gatun 
Estimated 
Capacity^ 

Expected Booking  

Condition Status 

June 9 to 17, 2026 9 days East** 16 2 Completed 

June 9 to 11, 2026 12 hrs/day West* 16 2 Completed 

June 12 to 13, 2026 26 hours East* 16 2 Completed 

June 13 to 14, 2026 26 hours West* 16 2 Completed 

July 7 and 8, 2026 5 hours/day East* 26 1 Completed 

July 9, 2026 8 hours East* 26 1 Completed 

July 14 and 16, 2026 5 hours/day West* 26 1 Tentative 

July 21, 2026 1 day West** 16 2 Tentative 

July 28 and 29, 2026 7 hours/day East* 26 1 Tentative 

August 4 and 5, 2026 5 hour/day West* 26 1 Tentative 

August 24, 2026 5 hours West* 26 1 Tentative 

August 25, 2026 5 hours West* 26 1 Tentative 

August 27, 2026 8 hours West* 26 1 Tentative 

September 1, 2026 8 hours West* 26 1 Tentative 

September 1 to 12, 2026 11 days West*** 26 1 Tentative 

September 12, 2026 8 hours West* 26 1 Tentative 

SCHEDULE OF NEOPANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES 

Dates Duration Agua Clara Cocolí 
Estimated  

Capacity 

Expected Booking  

Condition Status 

August 6, 2026 5 hours * 10 1 Tentative 

September 21, 2026 5 hours * 10 1 Tentative 

^The normal transit capacity of the Panamax locks is 34-36 vessels per day, and in the Neopanamax locks is 9-11 vessels per day, depending on vessel mix, transit restrictions, and other factors. The maximum sustainable 
capacity of the Panama Canal (Panamax and Neopanamax locks) is approximately 36-38 vessels per day. 

* In order to perform scheduled maintenance works
** In order to perform scheduled dry chamber works

*** Culvert outage 

http://www.pancanal.com/
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Panama Canal Expansion: A Decade That Transformed the World 

Today, the Panama Canal commemorates the tenth anniversary of the opening of its expanded waterway, a milestone that 
marked a turning point in the history of Panama and global trade. 

Ten years have passed since June 26, 2016, when the container ship COSCO Shipping Panama officially inaugurated the new 
Agua Clara and Cocolí Locks, ushering in a new era for global logistics. 

The Canal expansion represented the largest infrastructure project since the opening of the original Canal in 1914, generating 
tangible benefits for Panama and the world. 

The expansion increased the Canal’s capacity, boosting revenues for the country and consolidating the Panama Canal as an 
essential platform for global trade.  It has also strengthened the country’s competitiveness while creating new opportunities 
for economic growth, investment, and employment. 

During the first eight months of Fiscal Year 2026 (October 2025 through May 2026), 8,593 transits were recorded, of which 
27.7% correspond to Neopanamax vessels, representing 2,385 transits. 

Additionally, as of May 2026, more than 31,000 transits had passed through the expanded locks since their inauguration. 
The expanded Canal now accounts for more than 50% of the total revenues generated by the interoceanic waterway. 

This performance has been made possible by the recovery of water levels in Gatun and Alhajuela lakes, allowing the Canal to 
maintain a safe, efficient, and reliable service for international trade. 
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Milestones That Defined the Decade 
Throughout its first ten years of operation, the expanded Canal has reached significant milestones that reflect its 
transformation and its ability to serve new generations of vessels. 

On June 26, 2016, the inaugural transit of the COSCO Shipping Panama was completed, followed on June 27 by the Lycaste 
Peace, the first liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) vessel to transit the Canal. 

Shortly thereafter, on July 25, 2016, the Maran Gas Apollonia became the first liquefied natural gas (LNG) carrier to transit 
the Canal, marking the beginning of a new operational chapter for the waterway. 

More recently, the expansion has continued to demonstrate its relevance to international maritime trade.  On August 30, 
2024, the MSC MARIE set a new transit capacity record at the Panama Canal, measuring 366 meters (1,201 feet) in length 
with a capacity of 17,640 TEUs, underscoring the importance of the infrastructure for high-capacity Neopanamax vessels. 

Additionally, on March 26 of this year, the Canal welcomed the inaugural transit of Virgin Voyages with the passage of the 
Brilliant Lady.  Virgin Voyages’ addition to the Panama route reflects the growing interest of the cruise industry in including 
the Canal in its itineraries, driven by the unique experience of crossing between two oceans and by the Canal’s operational 
reliability. 
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Looking Ahead: Water and Sustainability 
This first decade of operations has also tested the Canal’s resilience in the face of climate-related challenges, such as those 
experienced in 2023 and 2024, making responsible water management a national priority. 

For this reason, projects such as the Rio Indio Lake are part of a long-term water strategy designed to guarantee both the 
Canal’s continued operation and a reliable water supply for the population. 

A National Achievement That Continues to Deliver 
Ten years later, the Canal expansion continues to generate lasting benefits.  It remains the country’s largest infrastructure 
project since 1914 and stands as a symbol of the talent, commitment, and professionalism of the 9,000 Panamanians who 
make its operation possible every day. 

As we commemorate this milestone, we celebrate not only a remarkable engineering achievement, but also Panama’s ability 
to adapt, innovate, and lead global trade. 

Recognizing Strategic Customers 
As part of the anniversary commemoration, Panama Canal Administrator Dr. Ricaurte Vásquez Morales and Deputy 
Administrator Eng. Ilya Espino de Marotta presented commemorative plaques to five Neopanamax vessels transiting the 
waterway in recognition of their valuable contribution during the first decade of operations of the expanded Canal. 
This initiative highlights the close partnership between the Panama Canal and the international maritime industry, as well as 
the essential role these partners have played in strengthening the Canal’s position as a key hub for global trade. 

For more information, please visit: www.pancanal.com/ampliacion 

http://www.pancanal.com/ampliacion

